
Welcome to Reception



Teaching Staff in Reception

RH
Mrs Hannington (Class Teacher and EYFS Lead)

RBN
Mrs Noormahomed and Mrs Bahad (Class Teachers)

RD
Miss Doherty (Class Teacher)

Teaching Assistants
Miss Alaa 
Mrs Joshi 
Miss Nichifor 
Mrs Verma 
Mrs Shah

Further support 
Mrs Holgate (Lead Teaching Assistant)



Curriculum
Our curriculum information can be found on the Grimsdyke website. There you 
will find our:

•Long term plans – This is an overview of what is covered in the year
•Medium term plans – These explain what is being taught in each half term
•Recommended reading lists for each term

These documents are uploaded to the website at the start of each term

Here is where to 
find the relevant 
documents on 
the website.



Topic and trip highlights
Autumn 1: Bright Beginnings
Autumn 2: Let’s Celebrate
Spring 1: To Infinity and Beyond
Spring 2: Once Upon A Time 
Summer 1: All Creatures Great and Small (mini beasts and dinosaurs)
Summer 2: People Who Help Us

Trips and Visits:
Odds Farm
Zoo Lab
Dinosaur and fossils workshop
Emergency Services
Church visit

Performances:
Christmas Nativity
Carnival



Assessment
Reception children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals. These can 
also be found on the school website.



Early Learning Goals (ELG)

There are 7 areas we assess against.

Three prime areas:
Communication and Language
Personal, Social, Emotional Development
Physical Development

Four specific areas:
Literacy
Mathematics
Expressive Art and Design
Understanding the World



Wellington Boots:
As the we move into Autumn/ Winter could we request that your child brings into 
school a pair of old wellington boots in a named bag. This will stay on their peg so that 
your child can change into them if needed on wet days.

In addition to the uniform list please can we remind you that children should not be 
wearing jewellery unless for religious purposes. This needs to be well hidden 
underneath clothing. Only stud earrings and please do not wear on PE days.
Hair bobbles, bows and bands need to be in school colours (red, white, black, grey).

Uniform



Please make sure your child 
brings their book bag, coat 

and water  bottle every day.

Please name everything!

Please practise putting on coats 
and zips.



Physical Education

Children will need to come to school dressed in 
their PE kits on…

Wednesday for gymnastics 

Friday for outdoor physical development

Please make sure your child is not wearing any 
jewellery and that long hair is tied up.



Lunches

Lunches need to be pre-ordered on 
Arbor. Even if the children are having a 
packed lunch from home, this needs to 
be logged on Arbor. 

If you are providing a packed lunch for 
your child please make sure they are 
healthy and do not contain nuts.



• Please ensure everything is named!
• Book bag, coat, water bottles need to be in everyday
• Only water in the water bottles
• Keyring on the book bag
• Letters/emails for absence/medical appointments 

must be sent in via the school office

• Please ensure your Arbor is up to date especially listed 
adults for collection

• If someone different is picking your child up from 
school you must inform your class teacher the previous 
day otherwise last minute changes must be 
communicated via medical room/attendance

• Morning soft start starts at 8.30am and gates shut 
promptly at 8.45am

Other reminders



Reading and Home Learning
Wednesday: (starting today!)
Your child will get a shared reading book (book band book) to read throughout the 
week and changed the following Wednesday. Home learning will also be sent home on 
a Wednesday and needs to be returned the following Wednesday.

Friday: (starting from Autumn 2)
Your child will get a reading practice book to read over the weekend. The reading 
practise book will be one your child is familiar with as they have been reading it 
throughout the week with their class teacher. It is really important that books are 
returned on Monday as they are part of a set we use in school during the week.

Please comment on how your child reads at home in their reading record book.

A recommended reading list for each term can be found on the school website and 
have a selection of picture books we think would benefit your child.

Please read with your child for at least 10 minutes everyday. We really want to 
promote the enjoyment of reading at home so reading to your child is equally as 
important and go for visits to your local library.



We follow a revised letters and sounds programme called Little 
Wandle.

The children have daily phonics sessions where they will learn a new 
letter sound (phoneme). These new sounds will be supported with 
other activities to complete within the classroom. 

The children will also receive weekly phonics home learning to help 
consolidate and reinforce what they have been learning in school.

If you would like to know more about the scheme, you will find a 
parents information section on the Little Wandle website below:
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Phonics

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Home learning
Home learning will come home in a 
clear plastic wallet in their book 
bag.

As well as phonics home learning 
your child will also receive a 
homework menu for the half term 
which they work through over the 6 
weeks.

They will also get a weekly practical 
maths task.

Once they have completed their 
home learning they can bring it into 
school in their home learning folder. 

Every week the children must do 
daily reading and phonics practise.



Websites used to support 
learning 



Celebrating achievements
● Achievement Assembly: Every Friday, Reception children take part in 

our weekly Achievement Assembly. Children have the opportunity to 

receive a certificate celebrating their positive behaviour, effort and 

learning.

● Merits: Children can earn merits for demonstrating positive behaviour, 

effort and learning. Merits build towards special certificates:

🥉 10 merits = Bronze Certificate

🥉 15 additional merits = Silver Certificate

🥉 20 additional merits = Gold Certificate

● Everywhere Bear: Each class has their own special Everywhere Bear, 

who chooses a Star of the Week to spend the weekend with. Children 

can take photographs of their weekend adventures with Bear and add 

them to the Bear’s Weekend Sheet.

● Sharing Adventures: Children bring their sheet back to school on 

Monday and have the opportunity to share their experiences with the 

class.



Safeguarding
Safeguarding at Grimsdyke School is everyone's responsibility. Everyone who 
comes into contact with children and families has a role to play in safeguarding-
identifying concerns, sharing information and taking prompt action. 

Any information or concerns have to be shared confidentially with our

Safeguarding Lead –Mrs Varsani
Deputy Safeguarding Lead – Mrs Bhudia
Deputy Safeguarding Lead– Mrs White
Deputy Safeguarding Lead– Mrs Dwyer

For further information on this please read our safeguarding policy on 
our school website. 

If there are any changes to any contact details, medication or allergies, 
please let us know. It is important we can get in touch with you in case of 
emergency.



Official channels of communication 

The academic year is always really busy in many different ways. We do our 
ultimate best to share as much information with parents as possible and keep you 
informed of any changes with as much notice as we can give. Lots of information is 
shared with parents using our “official” channels of communication:
• Grimsdyke Newsletter(Fortnightly),
• Schoolcomms/email
• School website
• School Calendar (available on the website and newsletter),
• Instagram (@grimsdykeschool)
• A-Frame in the carpark
• Specific class based letters

A majority of communication is shared with the parents on Fridays. Please do 
read these carefully.

The School Office email – office@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk can be used if you 
have any further questions.

The newsletters are sent via email but will also be available on the school website.



Online and social media communication @ Grimsdyke School

School will…

∙ Put all essential information for 

parents onto our website

∙ Send regular communication to the 

email address parents share with us 

∙ Use the school Instagram account 

to share additional information 

∙ Use text alerts to parents where 

there is something important to share 

∙ Deal with any issues parents raise 

through the appropriate channels 

e.g. year group email, email to office 

or Head teacher 

School does not…

∙ Use or recommend any other social 

media platform is used for school 

related communication e.g. 

WhatsApp

∙ Share information or monitor 

communication via these platforms 

∙ Give information to parents to be 

shared through year group or class 

parent social media accounts e.g. 

WhatsApp groups 

∙ Allow images or content from school 

to be used in private social media 

accounts 

School recommends…

∙ Parents share any concerns or 

queries directly with school staff or 

via school email accounts 

∙ Parents use any social media 

accounts related to school for 

networking and support only

∙ Parents model good and 

responsible social media use for their 

children 

∙ Parents monitor their children’s use 

of social media across all platforms 

including those related to games they 

might play online 

Parents should contact the school office or year group email regarding any queries or 
questions. Staff will always be more than happy to answer any queries.



Useful contact information

Year group email: 
reception@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

Office email: 
attendance@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

office@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

mailto:reception@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
mailto:office@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk




Questions?


