
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As we approach the final newsletter of the Autumn term and a well-deserved break, I hope this message 

finds you well and in good spirits. For many, this term can feel like the most demanding of the year, with 

the change in seasons, shorter days and the long stretch of weeks taking their toll. Despite this, the 

Autumn term is always filled with energy and memorable events, providing a positive sense of momentum 

as we move closer to Christmas. 

 

FOGS Christmas Fair –  The recent Christmas Fair was a tremendous success, with a fantastic turnout 

from our school community. We are delighted to share that the event raised over £15,000, significantly 

surpassing last year’s total. This remarkable achievement is a true testament to the hard work and 

dedication of everyone involved, from the FOGS volunteers to the families who attended. The fair was full 

of festive cheer and offered something for everyone, and it was lovely to see so many families come 

together in support of the school. Thank you to all who helped make this event such a wonderful success. 

 

As part of this year’s Christmas Fair, we were pleased to welcome back the annual Year 6 Enterprise 

Challenge, titled ‘Be Your Own Boss’. Once again, our students exceeded expectations, demonstrating 

exceptional dedication, organisation and determination. As a result, they collectively raised an impressive 

£3,400, the highest amount ever achieved by a Year 6 cohort. 

 

We were also honoured to welcome the Mayor of Harrow, Councillor Anjana Patel, who visited the fair 

and each ‘Be Your Own Boss’ stall. She spoke very positively about how the challenge provided students 

with a valuable opportunity to experience how a business operates, while developing key skills such as 

planning, communication and teamwork. She was particularly impressed by their creativity and 

entrepreneurial skills, making this an invaluable experience for all involved. 

 

If you would be interested in supporting FOGS with future events or volunteering in 

any way, please contact FOGS at fogs.events@gmail.com. Without the support of 

volunteers, events such as these would not be possible. 

 

Christmas Pantomime - Our recent trip to the Harrow Arts Centre to watch Dick Whittington was a truly 

magical experience for the students. Excitement was evident in the lead up to the visit and continued on 

arrival at the venue, with enthusiastic audience participation that is expected from a classic pantomime. It 

was a fantastic opportunity for students to enjoy a performance in such a historic setting and experience 

live theatre in a memorable way. 

 

A huge thank you to FOGS for their continued support in making this trip possible, and to parents for 

ensuring pupils arrived promptly so we could depart smoothly. The day was filled with laughter and has 

created lasting memories for everyone involved. 
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HEADTEACHER cont…. 

Christmas Performances - Reflecting on the past two weeks, it is clear that the school has been filled 

with Christmas cheer. The recent EYFS and Infant School performances perfectly captured the festive 

spirit and brought the true essence of Christmas into our school community. These delightful showcases 

not only created a warm and joyful atmosphere but also highlighted just how much confidence our 

youngest students have developed since starting school in September or since last year. 

 

What the students presented was nothing short of remarkable. The confidence shown by every child, 

whether delivering lines, singing or remembering cues, was truly impressive. A huge thank you to the staff 

who worked tirelessly to bring these performances to life, and to parents for their invaluable support with 

costumes and practice at home. The result was a joyful experience that brought joy to all who attended. 

 
Junior School Carol Concert – Held on Friday 12th December, the Junior School Carol Concert was a 

heart-warming celebration of the season, featuring special moments, singing and thoughtful readings 

shared by our junior school students. As always, Year 6 parents were invited to attend, making the 

occasion particularly poignant as it marked their children’s final Carol Concert before moving on to high 

school. 

 

The event was beautifully presented within the historic walls of St Anselm’s Church and showcased the 

incredible talent of students from Year 3 to Year 6 as well as our dedicated junior school choir. Each class 

delivered captivating songs and readings that filled the church with festive cheer. The performances, from 

lively carols to reflective readings, were a true testament to the student’s hard work and enthusiasm. It 

was a morning that perfectly captured joy, reflection and community spirit, leaving everyone with 

cherished memories of this important milestone. 

 

Christmas Charity – Beyond the festive celebrations, this year’s performances have also provided a 

valuable platform for our Student Council to lead the annual Christmas Charity initiative. This year, we are 

proud to support the Arts for Life Project, a UK based charity that aims to support challenged young 

people by transforming lives through the therapeutic value of the 

creative arts. 

 

Thanks to the generosity and kindness of our school community, 

a total of £440.34 has been raised. A heartfelt thank you to all 

parents and families who have contributed to this cause. Your 

support is making a meaningful difference and helping to 

positively impact the important work of this charity. 

 

Royal British Legion - We are also pleased to share that £117.18 was raised in support of the Royal 

British Legion during our Poppy Appeal, and we thank our school community for their continued 

generosity. 

 

Attendance – So the results are final in. With the lead class changing a number of times over the course 

of the half term I would finally congratulate 2E for achieving the top attendance percentage for Autumn 2. 

They have of course won an “Afternoon Tea with Mrs Bhudia” of which we will schedule in for when we 

return in the Spring term.  

 

   First Place – 2E – 98.81% 

 

   Second Place – 5BM -  97.75% 

 

   Third Place – 6M – 97.6%  

 

Continued overleaf…. 



HEADTEACHER cont…. 

 

As we return at the beginning of the Spring term the race for “Afternoon Tea with Mrs Bhudia” for the first 

half of the spring term will begin again. The only way to win this is to demonstrate commitment to 

attending school and making the most of the opportunities presented through the curriculum.  

 

Online Safety - The holiday season is a time for celebration, relaxation and spending quality time 

with loved ones. While we hope this period is peaceful and joyful, it is also important to remember that 

there are simple steps we can all take to help ensure a safe environment for the young people in our care. 

 

Staying safe during the festive period may not always be immediately obvious, but taking a few sensible 

precautions can help make this time of year even more enjoyable. We have included a free guide 

containing expert advice on how to navigate the winter break safely, while keeping the wellbeing of 

children and young people at the forefront of our celebrations. 

 

We encourage all families to take a moment to review the guidance and help make this holiday season 

both safe and memorable for everyone. 

 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a safe, restful and festive Christmas period. I hope you are able to 

enjoy time with loved ones and that our students return refreshed and ready for the Spring term. Please 

remember that the first day of the new term is a staff training day, with the school gates opening at 

8.30am on Tuesday 6th January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Bhudia 
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SWIMMING 



PARENT FORUM 



RECEPTION 

CURRICULUM IN ACTION 

Last week we wrote a letter to Father Christmas and then had a lovely walk to post our letters in the post box.  

     

  

 

 

  

The children enjoyed watching the Year 1 and Year 2 performances as well as the Pantomime. This week the 

children made reindeer food, mince pies and enjoyed completing a range of Christmas activities.  

   

 

 
   

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  



YEAR 1 



YEAR 2 
It has been a busy end of the term for Year 2. We had a wonderful time performing ‘Santa’s Big Holiday’’. 
The children did so well with the singing, acting and dancing. Thank you with all your support with 
costumes and learning lines.  
 
We have also had so much fun making some Christmas crafts. In English, the children have finished their 
learning about the Great Fire of London. They wrote a recount of the event, using what they had learned 
in history, and spent time editing and improving their writing. We were very impressed with how carefully 
they checked their work and made thoughtful improvements.  
 
In Mathematics, the children have completed their unit on shape. They explored 2D and 3D shapes, 
learning to identify their properties and describe them using mathematical vocabulary. The children have 
also completed a number of assessments across different subjects. These help us to see what they are 
confident with and where they may need extra support, so we can plan the next steps in their learning. As 
always, thank you for your continued support. The children should be very proud of their efforts over this 
first term in year 2. 
 
We hope you have an amazing restful break over the next two weeks and look forward to seeing you all in 
January.  



YEAR 3 
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YEAR 5 



YEAR 6 



YEAR 6 cont... 



 GRIMSDYKE CALENDAR 

Autumn  Term 

Fri 19th Dec School closes at 2:30pm—no clubs running. 

22nd Dec—5th Jan Christmas Break 

Mon 5th Jan Professional Development Day (children NOT in school) 

Tues 6th Jan Back to school 

Fri 9th Jan Parent Forum—9am (complete google form to attend)  

Tues 13th Jan Y3/4 Girls Football Tournament 

Thurs 15th Jan Pupil Census (Pls encourage your child to have a sch meal) 

Fri 16th Jan Y5/6 Girls Football  

Tues 20th Jan 6G visiting Wallace Collection 

 Y6 Netball Tournament 

Thurs 22nd Jan 6M visiting Wallace Collection 

 Y1 CREW—Toys 

Fri 23rd Jan 6R visiting Wallace Collection 

 Y5/6 Boys Football 

 Parent Trip Training 

Tues 27th Jan Y5/6 Flag Tournament 

Thurs 29th Jan Reception & Y6 Height & Weight Check 

Mon 2nd Feb 6M visiting British Library 

Tues 3rd Feb 6G visiting British Library 

 Y5 visiting Whipsnade 

 Y6 Netball Development Tournament 

Tues 10th Feb Y5/6 Cross Country 

 Safer Internet Day 

Thurs 12th Feb Chinese New Year Menu 

Fri 13th Feb 6R visiting British Library 

16-20th Feb Half Term Break 

Mon 23rd Feb Back to school 

Tues 24th Feb Y3 visiting Verulamium Museum 

Online and social media communication  

@ Grimsdyke School 

School will… 
Put all essential information for par-

ents onto our website 
Send regular communication to the 

email address parents share 
with us 

Use the school Twitter account to 
share additional information 

Use text alerts to parents where 
there is something important to 
share 

Deal with any issues parents raise 
through the appropriate chan-
nels e.g. year group email, email 
to office or Head teacher 

 

School does not… 
Use or recommend any other social 

media platform is used for 
school related communication 
e.g. WhatsApp 

Share information or monitor com-
munication via these platforms 

Give information to parents to be 
shared through year group or 
class parent social media ac-
counts e.g. WhatsApp groups 

Allow images or content from 
school to be used in private 
social media accounts 

School recommends… 
Parents share any concerns or que-

ries directly with school staff or 
via school email accounts 

Parents use any social media ac-
counts related to school for net-
working and support 

Parents model good and responsible 
social media use for their chil-
dren 

Parents monitor their children’s use 
of social media across all plat-
forms including those related to 
games they might play online 

2 0 2 5 — 2 0 2 6  T E R M D A T E S  
 

Autumn Term 2025 

Term time: Mon 3 Nov - Fri 19 Dec 
 

 Spring Term 2026 

Term time: Mon 5 Jan - Fri 13 Feb 

1/2 term break: Mon 16 Feb - Fri 20 Feb 

Term time: Mon 23 Feb - Fri 27 Mar 
 

Summer Term 2026 

Term time: Mon 13 Apr—Fri 22 May 

1/2 term break: Mon 25 May—Fri 29 May 

Term time: Mon 1 Jun—Mon 20 Jul  

PDD dates 

Mon 5th Jan 2025   

Fri 17th Jul 26        Mon 20th Jul 26 

SAVE THE DATE 

FOGS  

Christmas Fair 

Saturday  

6th December 

https://forms.gle/Q2SpCa8GRSX3KUe88

