
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well. It has been a busy couple of weeks in school, and we are now preparing for 
several important annual events in the lead up to the Christmas break. Many of these are already underway in the 
planning stages, and we will share further details as each one approaches. I look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible at these occasions. 
 
As we move into the colder winter months, the Autumn Term can often feel like the longest of the academic year. 
With this in mind, we ask that all students now wear their full winter uniform, including a warm coat, so they are well 
protected during outdoor break times. Please ensure that all items of uniform are clearly labelled, as this helps us 
return any misplaced belongings more quickly. 
 
Remembrance Observance - As a whole school we recently came together on the 
Junior School Playground for our Remembrance Observance which was supported by 
the Headteacher Prefects sharing with the rest of the school some reminders about the 
importance of the “Poppy” and why it is important to remember. We also heard some 
amazing poetry written by some Y6 students and a song sung but student in Y5 and Y6. 
This was completed with a two-minutes silence and the stirring sound of the Last Post 
being played.  
 
Congratulations to our brass and woodwind musicians! - Well done to all the 
children who performed at the Band Festival at Harrow Arts Centre. They played with confidence alongside 
musicians from primary and secondary schools across Harrow, showcasing their hard work and dedication. The 
group performed an impressive repertoire to an enthusiastic audience of family and friends, and represented the 
school brilliantly.  A big thank you also goes to all their instrumental teachers for their support, guidance and 
encouragement in preparing the children for this event.  
 
Christmas Competitions – Firstly we have the Christmas Ticket Design Competition and secondly we have the 
Christmas Jolly Jars Competition – we would love some more Jolly Jars and have attached some examples from 
previous years below to inspire some ideas. I look forward to judging all of the entries.  
 

Ticket Design Deadlines: (Thursday 27
th

 November) and Jolly Jars – (Tuesday 2
nd

 December) 

    

 
Christmas Fair – The Christmas fair is taking place on Saturday 6

th
 December this year. Tokens and tickets for this 

event will be on sale in the carpark each day of the week in the lead up to the fair.  
 
Christmas Raffle – Yet again this includes some amazing prizes – ticket stubs have already been flowing into the 
School Office ready for the raffle barrel. We have lots more ticket books available if your child has already sold their 
first allocation. There is a prize for the most tickets sold in Rec/KS1 and a prize for the most sold in KS2.  
 
Christmas Performances – Alongside school events such as the Christmas Fair the EYFS and KS1 staff and 
students have already started preparing for their Christmas Performances. These have been booked into our 
calendar since the beginning of the year and are always a wonderful event given the time of year that they take 
place. The students will be performing their Christmas show twice to ensure that every family gets an opportunity to 
see their children perform. Tickets will be distributed closer to the date of the performances.  Please see calendar 
dates at the end of this newsletter. 
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In the first two weeks after half term, our Y5/6 football teams headed to Barnet FC to take part in the Harrow Schools 
7-a-side competition. First up were the boys and they were feeling confident heading into the day. There were 32 
schools involved so the tournament was split into a World Cup style group stage before the knockout rounds. In our 
group we faced Cannon Lane, Aylward and Camrose. First up we faced Aylward coming out on top with a 2-0 victo-
ry. This was followed by another 2-0 win against Camrose and a 0-0 draw against Cannon Lane. The goals were 
scored by Casey, Ikram and Christian. These results meant that the boys finished top of their group heading into the 
knockout rounds. In the round of 16, we faced Marlborough who looked strong in their matches. It was a really close 
game until with the last kick of the game, Adam bundled home a winner to send us into the quarter finals. That meant 
a match up against St John Fisher. It was another close game which ended 0-0, meaning that a penalty shoot out 
would decide who went through. Unfortunately for us, we lost the shootout 2-0. A great job by the team all day, not 
conceding a goal in 5 matches and losing only on penalties to the eventual winners.  
 
The following week, it was the turn of the girls who had a strong squad, made up half with Y6s and half with Y5s. The 
set up was the same, group stages followed by knockout rounds. The random draw looked to have given us a strong 
group, against Roxbourne, Priestmead and St George's. First up we played against St George's and in a game which 
we had lots of chances to score, it was Esmee who pressured the opposition defence into conceding just before the 
full time whistle. A close win to start - phew. Next up were Priestmead and Elissia gave us the lead before a fantastic 
goal was scored by Kaiya to earn a 2-0 win. Before our last group game, we knew we were already through, but the 
match against Roxbourne would determine who came top. The girls started brightly and took an early lead through 
Kaiya. Reya doubled the lead shortly after and made it 3 wins from 3 without conceding a goal. Our opponents in the 
first knockout round were Aylward and although it was a close game, Kaiya edged it our way with a goal from a cor-
ner kick. Into the quarter finals we went, where the girls played St Joseph's. Deeva had an early chance saved in 
what was another close game. It finished 0-0 and just like the boys, went to penalties. Unfortunately for the girls, we 
lost the penalties in sudden death. A cruel way to go out of the competition, especially having not conceded a goal all 
day and just like the boys, also losing to the eventual winners.  
 
Both teams have set themselves up nicely for their upcoming league fixtures which will be taking place both at home 
and away. Well done to Nayan, Matei, Adam, Ismael, Zebedee, Ikram, Christian, Casey, William, Evani, Jaya, Jayna, 
Elissia, Esmee, Deeva, Simar, Mayra, Kaiya and Reya for playing so well.' 
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 GRIMSDYKE CALENDAR 

Autumn  Term 

Tues 25th Nov Y6 TFL presentation 

 Y5/6 Boys Football 

 PINS Parent Coffee Morning 

Wed 26th Nov Y5/6 Girls Football 

Thurs 27th Nov Y5 Science Investigation Workshop 

Fri 28th Nov Y5 Lego Workshop 

Tues 2nd Dec Indoor Athletics Competition (selected only) 

 Reception Christmas Performance (9:30am —10:30am) 

Wed 3rd Dec Y4 Winter Concert at Hatch End High School 

Thurs 4th Dec Reception Christmas Performance (9:30am—10:30am) 

Fri 5th Dec Y2 CREW visit—Great Fire of London 

 Y5 Victorian theme day 

Sat 6th Dec FOGS Christmas Fair 

Mon 8th Dec 4K & 4A visiting Tower Bridge  

 Y1 Christmas Performance (2:30pm until 3:30pm) 

Tues 9th Dec Y6 CREW—WWII 

 Y1 Christmas Performance (9:30am until 10:30am) 

Wed 10th Dec Y2,Y3, Y4 at the HAC Panto (FOGS sponsored) 

Thurs 11th Dec Y6, Y5, Y1 and Reception at the HAC Panto (FOGS 

 sponsored) 

 4B visiting Tower Bridge 

Fri 12th Dec Junior Carol Concert at St Anselms  (Y6 parents invited) 

Mon 15th Dec Y2 Christmas Performance  (9:30am) 

Tues 16th Dec Y2 Christmas Performance  (2:30pm) 

Wed  17th Dec Christmas Jumper Day 

 Whole  School Christmas Lunch 

 Reception Learning Journey (2:45pm ) 

Fri 19th Dec School closes at 2:30pm—no clubs running.  

Online and social media communication  

@ Grimsdyke School 

School will… 
Put all essential information for par-

ents onto our website 
Send regular communication to the 

email address parents share 
with us 

Use the school Twitter account to 
share additional information 

Use text alerts to parents where 
there is something important to 
share 

Deal with any issues parents raise 
through the appropriate chan-
nels e.g. year group email, email 
to office or Head teacher 

 

School does not… 
Use or recommend any other social 

media platform is used for 
school related communication 
e.g. WhatsApp 

Share information or monitor com-
munication via these platforms 

Give information to parents to be 
shared through year group or 
class parent social media ac-
counts e.g. WhatsApp groups 

Allow images or content from 
school to be used in private 
social media accounts 

School recommends… 
Parents share any concerns or que-

ries directly with school staff or 
via school email accounts 

Parents use any social media ac-
counts related to school for net-
working and support 

Parents model good and responsible 
social media use for their chil-
dren 

Parents monitor their children’s use 
of social media across all plat-
forms including those related to 
games they might play online 

2 0 2 5 — 2 0 2 6  T E R M D A T E S  
 

Autumn Term 2025 

Term time: Mon 3 Nov - Fri 19 Dec 
 

 Spring Term 2026 

Term time: Mon 5 Jan - Fri 13 Feb 

1/2 term break: Mon 16 Feb - Fri 20 Feb 

Term time: Mon 23 Feb - Fri 27 Mar 
 

Summer Term 2026 

Term time: Mon 13 Apr—Fri 22 May 

1/2 term break: Mon 25 May—Fri 29 May 

Term time: Mon 1 Jun—Mon 20 Jul  

PDD dates 

Mon 5th Jan 2025   

Fri 17th Jul 26        Mon 20th Jul 26 

SAVE THE DATE 

FOGS  

Christmas Fair 

Saturday  

6th December 


