
Year One



The Year 1 Team
Class Teachers:

(1DK) Mrs Doughty & Mrs Karadia
(Year Leader and Phase Leader)

(1ON) Mr O’Neill 
(1M) Mrs Mathur

Teaching Assistants:
Mrs Gill

Mrs Sivakanthan
Mrs Zafar

Additional support:
Mrs Boughey
Mrs Holgate

P.E - Tuesdays
Mr Evans  



Our Topics

Autumn 1: Home Sweet Home  (Crew – Victorian homes)

Autumn 2: Bright Sparks! 

Spring 1: Let’s Play! (Crew – Toys long ago)

Spring 2: How does your garden grow? 

Summer 1: Africa is not a country (Ranger Stu & Zoo trip)

Summer 2: Oh I do like to be beside the seaside

- Thematic/Topic approach

- Sometimes at the end of a topic we will have a themed dress up day. 



Transition
• This happens during Autumn 1 

• It is still linked to EYFS and some activities are still 
play based. Activities will still be practical and we will 
be gathering evidence in a variety of ways. 

• A busy day starting with a morning task.  Rest of the 
day can be a mixture of whole class, guided/group 
tasks, independent tasks and 1:1.

• Children will start being assessed in accordance to 
the End of Year One Expectations



You can also find Written Calculation policy 

can be found in ‘School Culture > Policies’. 

These can be helpful in familiarising yourself 

with strategies used at school

‘Year 1 Welcome slides’ will be available on 

that page later this week.



Reading
Reading 10 mins daily along with a adult comment where appropriate. 

• x 1 ‘Reading Practice’ book  (Friday to Monday)

• x 1 ‘Colour band book’ (Children change books independently twice a week)

Reading records and books must be in school daily.

• A book borrowed from the school library

Focus on decoding, fluency, expression and comprehension.

• We will hear your child read 3 times a week. Records will be kept at school 
but you won’t see a comment in their reading record. This will not be on a 
set day so please keep their reading books in their book bags every day.  

• Children’s reading will be assessed on a regular basis, and their progress 
will be determined by both their fluency and comprehension skills in a 
range of genres. 

• Recommended Reading lists can be found on the Y1 page of the school 
website



.

Writing/Spelling
Provide a place for your child to write. 

Read, read, read. 
Provide authentic writing opportunities for your child. 

Be a writing role model.
Start a vocabulary notebook. 

Focus on one or two words you feel they could spell correctly
Allow for alternative phonic sounds to be used e.g. payn - pain

Handwriting - Letterjoin



• Your child will be set tasks on a Thursday, via Google Classroom , 
which need to be completed by the following Tuesday. 

• Please print sheet, complete then upload a photo. 

• Please encourage children to complete tasks with some 
independence.  Gentle release of support.  Setting them off alone.  
Scribe where appropriate. 

• Spellings: Children will receive the 45 Common Exception Words. 
Common exception words : These are words that the children will 
need to be able to read AND spell by the end of year 1. The 
Spellings will be checked within their writing during English lessons 
as well as at the end of each half term.

• ‘Talk 4 Writing’ – a crucial speaking task to develop rich language 
that children can incorporate into their writing.  ‘What can you 
see?’ ‘What do you think?’ etc… If a child can’t speak it, they can’t 
write it!

Home Learning





A knowledge organiser (KO) contains set of key facts, knowledge and 

information that pupils need to know and be able to recall in order to 

‘master’ a unit or topic. It can include key facts and vocabulary.

The aim is to regularly, over the course of the term, use these Knowledge 

Organisers to rote learn and memorise key knowledge, which will give 

your child a better understanding of their learning. These will be readily 

available in the classrooms for the children to refer to, be used by 

teachers or support staff to pre-teach and recap key learning. 

Children use these regularly in lessons and is important they continue to 

use these to support learning at home. In order for you to be able to 

support your child at home, these Knowledge Organisers will be available 

on our school website for you to access, so that you can familiarise 

yourself with and use how you wish to support their learning, in line with 

what’s being taught in school.

Parent tips to support your child:
• Read through the Knowledge Organiser with your child – if you don’t understand the content then ask them to 

explain it to you – ‘teaching’ you helps them to reinforce their learning.
• Test them regularly on the spellings of key words until they are perfect. Create quizzes and quizzing each other
• Read sections out to them, missing out key words or phrases that they have to fill in. Miss out more to support 

them in remembering more



Assessment - End of Year Expectations
• Children are assessed against the expectations in 

• Reading
• Phonics 
• Writing
• Maths

• Science
• Found on school website
• Other subjects are teacher assessed.
• Children are assessed individually against each 

expectation using 
• Below

• Just Below
• Expected

• Greater Depth





• This will occur in June (Summer 2)

• It will focus on children’s blending 
skills 

• Real AND nonsense words

• You will receive more information on 
this nearer the time.

Phonics Screening



Please send an email if your child is going to be absent or has a medical 
appointment etc. 

Soft start begins from 8.30am. 

Gates shut promptly at 8.45am

Children will need to go to the medical room if arriving after 9am. 



Uniform
• Please label all uniform clearly. Biro fades quickly so 

please use either a permanent marker or a name 
sticker.

• Children in year 1 are now expected to wear a white 
button through school shirt (not a polo shirt)

• Shoulder length hair must be tied back at all times. 

• Hair bands must be plain and school uniform colours.

• Please ensure your child has a named coat with them 
every day.

• No smart watches which connect to a mobile phone 
device e.g. have access to any messaging /internet 
services



PE kit
• P.E days are Tuesday and Thursday.  Please send your child in to school wearing their kit 

on these days.  Please only wear trainers with laces if your child knows how to tie them

Water Bottles
• Children need to have a labelled water bottle in class every day. To avoid spillages and soaked 

book bags, flip top lids are best.

It is important that this bottle only has drinking water in it.

Breakfast
• Please ensure your child eats a healthy breakfast before they arrive at school. This is really 

important for your child concentration during morning lessons. 

Morning Snack
• Children are provided with a small snack during the morning. Please do not send in your own. 

Milk can be ordered if you wish but please make sure your child wants it. A payment is 
required in Year 1.

Lunch
• Please look at the menu in advance and talk about their choices.  This avoids tears and upset 

when faced with a meal option they were not expecting. If you want a school packed 
lunch/jacket potato, please order these in advance at home as these cannot be ordered on 
the day. Ensure your child understands the meal choice you have selected for them and that 
they like that meal choice.  Also update any allergies/religious reasons for food choices.



Behaviour expectations are set within the class and 
discussed with the children.

 “Merits and Commendations” are prominently 
displayed in all classrooms and are consistently 
adhered to by all staff and pupils. This system is a 
layered approach to acknowledge and reward positive 
behaviours based on the ethos / ideas of teamwork, 
citizenship and learning.

 Each week there will be an achievement assembly 
where children can receive a certificate.

 Other rewards can include – verbal praise, stickers, 
table points, extra play, golden time

 Undesirable behaviour which leads to a child being 
spoken to and/or being warned must be recorded 
within a logging system. There are phase consequence 
as outlined in our school policy

 Parents will be informed of behaviour incidents which 
have gone beyond a warning

 Consequences – missed golden time, playtime, time out 
of class with a member of leadership team, behaviour 
log for sanctions. 

Layers of rewards:
– Bronze – Class Teacher – 10 merits
– Silver – Year Group Leader - 15 merits
– Gold – Phase Leader – 20 merits
– Platinum – Deputy Head – 28 merits
– Diamond – Deputy Head - 32 merits
– Medal – Head teacher



Safeguarding
Safeguarding children is everyone's responsibility. Everyone who 
comes into contact with children has a role to play to ensure that 
the child's welfare is a priority.

Any information or concerns have to be shared confidentially with 
our 

Safeguarding Lead - Mr Sutherland. 
The Deputy Safeguarding Lead - Mrs Bhudia

Designated Safeguarding Teacher - Mrs White

For further information on this please read our safeguarding 

policy on our school website.

If there are any changes to any contact details, medication or 

allergies, please let us know. It is important we can get in touch with 

you in case of emergency.



• Please bear with us as we learn faces of family members
• Please stay behind the red fence
• Conversations are not possible until children have been dismissed – safety 

first
• Collecting other children –update permission with office. Children will not 

be dismissed to adults if teachers are not aware of changes have been 
made to normal collection arrangements 

• Emails to be sent previous day to the year group email or by 8.30am 
otherwise last minute changes must be communicated via medical 
room/attendance. 

• It can be upsetting for a child if we do not have permission for a 
different person collecting. This is also the case with ASC/other clubs.



The academic year is always really busy in many different ways. We do our 
ultimate best to share as much information with parents as possible and 
keep you informed of any changes with as much notice as we can give. Lots 
of information is shared with parents using our “official” channels of 
communication:
• Grimsdyke Newsletter(Fortnightly),
• Schoolcomms/email
• School website
• School Calendar (available on the website and newsletter),
• Twitter feed (@GrimsdykeSchool),
• A-Frame in the carpark
• Specific class based letters. 
A majority of communication is shared with the parents on Fridays. Please 
do read these carefully.
The School Office email – office@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk can be used if 
you have any further questions. Newsletters are sent via email but will also 
be         available on the school website.



Online and social media communication @ Grimsdyke School

School will…

 Put all essential information for 

parents onto our website

 Send regular communication to 

the email address parents share 

with us 

 Use the school Twitter account 

to share additional information 

 Use text alerts to parents where 

there is something important to 

share 

 Deal with any issues parents 

raise through the appropriate 

channels e.g. year group email, 

email to office or Head teacher 

School does not…

 Use or recommend any other 

social media platform is used 

for school related 

communication e.g. WhatsApp

 Share information or monitor 

communication via these 

platforms 

 Give information to parents to 

be shared through year group 

or class parent social media 

accounts e.g. WhatsApp groups 

 Allow images or content from 

school to be used in private 

social media accounts 

School recommends…

 Parents share any concerns or 

queries directly with school staff 

or via school email accounts 

 Parents use any social media 

accounts related to school for 

networking and support only

 Parents model good and 

responsible social media use for 

their children 

 Parents monitor their children’s 

use of social media across all 

platforms including those 

related to games they might 

play online 

Parents should contact the school office or year group email regarding any queries or 
questions. Staff will always be more than happy to answer any queries.



Contact Information

• To contact us you may use our Email address:
year1@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

• Additionally you can look at the newsletter, 
schoolcomms, Grimsdyke website, Twitter or 
the ’A’ frame outside school.

• If there are any changes to medication, 
allergies or home life please let us know.  

mailto:year1@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk


Contribution
We are still on the hunt for contributions. If you 
have any of the below that you would like to donate 
to Year 1 please bring in with your child:

• Fidget toys
• Construction
• Small world animals/people/dinosaurs
• Puzzles
• Board Games
• Doll house
• Role Play toys - kitchen, food, dressing up etc.
• Old guttering
• Wooden toys



Thank you very much for 
your time.


