


• Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in the EYFS (Nursery and Reception).

• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children hear, 
identify and use different sounds that distinguish one word from another in the 
English language.

• Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of individual 
letters and how those letters sound when they’re combined will help children decode 
words as they read.

• Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use when they 
are writing words.

• Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters or 
groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.

• The first initial sounds that are taught are ‘s’, ‘a’, ‘t’, ‘p’, ‘i’, ‘n’. These can immediately 
be blended for reading to make simple CVC words e.g. sat, pin.

• Children then develop segmenting for writing skills; breaking the word into sounds to 
spell it out.



• It is a statutory requirement for all schools to carry out the screening 
check. It is designed to confirm whether individual children have learnt 
phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriate standard.

• The phonics screening check is taken individually by all children in Year 1 
in England, and is usually taken in June. It is designed to give teachers and 
parents information on how your child is progressing in phonics. It will 
help to identify whether your child needs additional support at this stage 
so that they do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill.

• Children in Year 2 will also take the check if they did not achieve the 
required result when in Year 1 or they have not taken the test before.

• Teachers are aware of the children who require support and support will 
already be in place for those students since autumn.



It will be a short, simple screening check to make sure that all children have 
grasped fundamental phonic skills. It checks that your child can:

 Sound out and blend graphemes(letters representing sounds)  in order to 
read simple words.

 Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g. cat, 
sand, windmill.

 Read a selection of nonsense words (known as pseudo words) to check that 
your child is not guessing words and is able to read new words.



These are words that are phonically decodable but are not actual words with 
an associated meaning e.g. brip, snorb. Alien words are included in the check 
specifically to assess whether your child can decode a word using phonics skills 
and not their memory.

The pseudo words will be shown to your child with a picture of an alien and 
they will be asked to tell their teacher what sort of monster it is by reading the 
word. This not only makes the check a bit more fun, but provides the children 
with a context for the nonsense word which is independent from any existing 
vocabulary they may have. Crucially, it does not provide any clues, so your 
child just has to be able to decode it. 





• 2023's Phonics Screening Check will happen the week 
commencing Monday the 12th June.

• Schools will be able to administer the check at any time that 
suits them during this week.



• It comprises a list of 40 words and non-words, which a child will read one-to-one with a 
teacher. 

• There are two sections in check: Half of the words cover phonic skills and knowledge covered 
in Reception, and half of the words are based on Year 1 phonic skills.

• Your child will read up to four words per page for their teacher and they will probably do the 
check in one sitting. The test will take approximately 10 minutes per child, although all 
children are different and will complete the check at their own pace. 

• The list of words the children read is a combination of 20 real words and 20 pseudo words 
(nonsense words).

• It is not a stressful situation as the teacher will be well-equipped to listen and understand 
your child’s level of skills. There will be a few practice words first to make sure your child 
understands the activity.

• The words will gradually get harder through the check as the combinations of letters become 
more complicated. Children will also need to recognise ‘alternative’ sounds in real words, such 
as ‘y’ in the word happy having the pronunciation ‘ee’.

• Teachers will have supported children in preparing for this check and children will have 
already had lots of experiences of sitting with their teacher to carry out half termly checks in 
the style of the screening check. 



• By the end of the summer term all schools must report each 
child’s results to their parents.

• They will also confirm if the child has met the standard 
threshold. Schools will be expected to provide extra help to 
children who do not achieve the expected level so they are 
able to retake the Phonics Screening Check when they are in 
Year 2.

• We will inform you of what support we have put in place to 
help them improve and what you can do at home to help 
them as well.



The check is not about passing or failing but checking appropriate progress is being made. If 
children do not reach the required standard, then the teacher will be in touch to discuss plans 
and offer additional, tailored support to ensure that your child can catch up. Children progress 
at different speeds so not reaching the threshold score does not necessarily mean there is a 
serious problem. Your child will re-sit the check the following summer term.

For the last few years, the threshold for meeting the expected standard that has been set by 
the government has been 32 correct answers out of 40.

It is designed to give teachers and parents information on how your child is progressing in 
phonics. It will help to identify whether your child needs additional support at this stage so that 
they do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill.

Results from the check will be used by schools to analyse their own performance and for Ofsted 
to use in inspections.

The school will report your child’s results to you by the end of the summer term as well as to the 
local authority, but the results won’t be published in a league table as with SATs. 



All schools and academies in England must take part in the phonics screening 
check unless they are an independent school. 

It should be taken by as many children as possible, and the Government have 
worked closely with SEND specialists to make this happen. Where necessary, 
adjustments will be made and appropriate guidance provided.

For children who are working well below the level of the screening check (for 
example, if they have shown no understanding of letter-sound 
correspondences), there will be a disapplication process so they do not have 
to take part. Head teachers should decide whether it is appropriate for each 
of their pupils to take the phonics screening check. Parents will be informed if 
a child is disapplied.



In school we are continually checking your children’s phonic development within our 
approach to the assessment of reading. This screening forms part of our overall 
assessment procedure. However, there are a number of things that parents can do to 
support early reading skill development:

• Immerse your child in a love of reading: share books and magazines with your child, take 
them to the library to choose books, read to them regularly, point out texts around you, e.g. 
in the street etc.

• Practicing reading daily automatically helps with decoding! 
• Play lots of sound and listening games with your child.
• If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by encouraging them to say each 

sound in the word from left to right.
• Blend the sounds by pointing to each one, e.g. /c/ in cat, /p/ in pat, /ng/ in sing, /ee/ in been.
• Communicate with your child’s teacher through their reading record
• Attend any parents workshops the school offers or take a look at resources and information 

shared from workshops which have taken place already this year. Check out website 
https://www.grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk/page/?title=Parent+Workshops&pid=156

https://www.grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk/page/?title=Parent+Workshops&pid=156


• Use phonics play www.phonicsplay.co.uk. This is a website which is packed 
with interactive phonics games to help children to learn to hear sounds, 
blend and segment sounds. 

• Alphablocks - lots of videos and games to help with recognising letters and 
reading www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks

• Phonics Games - A variety of different interactive games  
www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/forestPhonics/index.html

• BBC Bitesize - this game allows your child to listen to the sounds in a word 
and to pick the correct letter. Then they can see what word they have made 
with all of the sounds together. 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyfkng8/articles/zt27y4j

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/forestPhonics/index.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyfkng8/articles/zt27y4j









