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These stories are from pages 7 and 8 of First News. Read the stories, and then try the puzzle.
To help you, we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the stories –
but you will need to match the correct word with each clue!

EVIDENCE that a prehistoric forest existed in the
South Pole more than 90 million years ago has
been discovered by a team of researchers.
Soil that came from a Cretaceous-era forest was discovered
in the seabed near the South Pole and included roots, pollen
and plant spores in pristine condition. The fossil traces,
found by a team from the UK and Germany, suggest that
the South Pole may have had a much warmer climate in
prehistoric times than it does now and that the area was
once a thick, swampy forest.
The next part of the puzzle is for scientists to work out
what caused the area to cool so drastically, forming the ice
sheets that are found in Antarctica today.
The full report was published in the science journal Nature.

ACROSS
2) People you are descended
from (plural noun 9)
4) The translation of this Latin
phrase is ‘upright man’ (proper
noun 4, 7)
5) Original condition; unspoilt
(adjective 8)
7) A period of time between 66 and
145 million years ago (adjective 10)
8) Beginning; source (noun 6)
DOWN
1) Describing the period of time
before written, human records
(adjective 11)
3) Bones or cartilage that protect
the brain (noun 5)
6) Microscopic grains from the
male part of a flower (noun 6)
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“THE SUN MIGHT BE OUT, THAT DOES NOT MEAN YOU SHOULD BE OUT”

STAY AT HOME
by editor in chief Nicky Cox

DISCOVERY NEWS

PLEASE stay at home!
That is the message from those
tackling coronavirus, with fears that
the Easter sunshine is tempting
people outdoors.
NHS England medical director
Stephen Powis said: “The sun might
be out, that does not mean you
should be out.”
Most people seem to be sticking
to the rules. But photos from parks
and beaches across the country have
shown people not only out for their
daily exercise, but sitting down having
picnics – which is not allowed.
The Government says people
should not be leaving the house

unless their work means they have
to do so, or they have to shop for
essential supplies, to exercise once
a day or for health reasons.

“These are instructions”
Health Secretary Matt Hancock,
who has recovered from COVID-19
himself, said: “This is not advice,
these are instructions.”
Brockwell Park in London closed on
Sunday because so many visitors had
ignored social distancing
the day before and
were sunbathing or
in large groups.
Meanwhile, in Sussex,
police tweeted: “Thank you to

everyone that stayed away from
beauty spots and beaches today.
We know it isn’t easy. We are
disappointed that two people will
be summonsed to attend court after
breaching the Coronavirus Act 2020
by having a BBQ on Hove beach.”
Government minister Michael Gove
said there were signs that some young
people were failing to follow the rules,
perhaps because they are less likely to
be seriously ill from the virus.
He said: “Whatever the temptations
this weekend, please don’t go outside
to visit the lakes, the beaches, the
countryside… take pride instead
in keeping your own families and

communities safe.”
Scotland’s chief medical
oﬃcer, Catherine Calderwood, found
herself in trouble this week after
travelling with her family from their
town house to their seaside holiday
home. This was against her own
advice. She was given a warning by
the police, then resigned from her
job on Sunday night.
Everyone needs to do what they can
not only to protect themselves, but
also to protect the elderly and sick,
who can get very ill and die during this
coronavirus outbreak. And, of course,
to protect the NHS workers who
are caring for us all.

t/J McKay

First News readership is 2,235,888. Source: Opinion Matters 2016. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publications audited in the UK. First News supports children’s charities – see page 17
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ANCIENT
SKULL FOUND

AN ancient skull, thought to be the oldest ever
found, has been unearthed in South Africa.
The skull,
belonging to
modern human’s
direct ancestor
Homo erectus,
is believed to
have been from
a young child
who lived more
than 2.2 million
years ago. The team of Australian researchers who
pieced together the 150 skull fragments say this
could mean that our ancestors lived 200,000 years
earlier than we previously thought. Lead researcher
Professor Andy Herries said he “could not stress
how rare” the find was. “The group that this two or
three-year-old was a part of could have been the
origin of everyone alive today.”
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