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Message from Headteacher:
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that this newsleer ﬁnds you well during these diﬀerent and diﬃcult mes we are all currently
facing. Regardless of the current situaon it is comforng to see the generosity of the
Grimsdyke community for our Harvest and Sewa Day collecon. This is true testament to the
a'tude of the families at school and for this I want to extend my deepest thanks.

With this in mind it is important to recognise that is it not change that deﬁnes us but how we react to change. Recently the
Local Authority implemented a “School Streets” scheme on Sylvia Avenue with a view to making the arrival and departure
from school safer for everyone. Of course with changes such as these there will always be natural consequences, of which I
have had many conversaons with parents prior to and a1er the launch. While the front of the school is much clearer and
safer for the students the roads leading up to this have not been.
This week alone I have been inundated with emails and phone calls from frustrated residents, I have had parents register their
concerns with things that they have witnessed and I have had the police visit the school. This naturally puts me in a diﬃcult
posion, I want the surrounding roads to be safe for all of the children to come to school without the fear being injured, this is
why I am supporng the Local Authority and the restricons they have put in place. But I also support the local residents who
deserve the freedom to enter and leave their properes without being blocked in or abused.
Implicaons of such behaviour are far reaching, it creates unnecessary levels of stress and anxiety, it’s not posive role
modelling for the children. It gives the school a bad name and it takes me away from my primary role of running the school
and giving every child a quality educaonal provision.
The images below and overleaf are not the sorts of things that I would have expected to see from what I believe to be a caring
and considerate community, “I’ll be two minutes” is not an excuse for these things to happen and it must stop.
Your support in removing this negave behaviour will be much appreciated and well received by all. I hope that in the next
newsleer I will be able to connue to celebrate the wonderful learning that your children are doing in class.
Kind regards
Mr Iain Sutherland
Headteacher

COVID SECURE PRACTICES FOR PARENTS

WHOLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM UPDATE
RECEPTION
Last week the children really enjoyed staying for lunch. We also made our very own class charters to remind the children of
behaviour expectaons and make a fair set of rules for our classes together.
In English, we looked at feelings and emoons using the story of ‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna
Llenas. We also began our phonics programme.

We learnt about ‘Autumn’. We used ﬁnger painng techniques to create autumnal trees and collected conkers, acorns and
leaves from the playground. In maths we had a go at recognising and ordering numbers.
Next week in literacy we will be focusing on the story ‘Handa’s Surprise’ by Eileen Browne. We
will be drawing and describing all the diﬀerent fruits in the book.

In maths we will be learning about 2D shapes. The children will try to spot and idenfy
diﬀerent shapes and use mathemacal language to describe them.

New Reading Books
We hope your child has enjoyed bringing home their new reading book. Please view ‘New Recepon Readers’ (at
www.grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk/EYFS) which gives an example of how to read with your child.

YEAR 1
We are connuing with our topic of ‘Home Sweet Home’ and are looking at the way houses have changed over me,
comparing objects that we ﬁnd inside the houses.
For English this week we are looking at the story ‘Six Dinner Sid’. Our story focuses on sequencing and encouraging use of
predicve language in a story. They will also learn to ask and answer the 5 ﬁnger queson –

Title

Author & illustrator

Characters

Se'ngs

Problem
The children used this story to write sentences about how to care for a cat, reminding them to use some common excepon
words and simple punctuaon.
Last week in maths we were learning to count and sequence numbers to 20. The children ordered numbers in and out of
sequence from the smallest to biggest and biggest to smallest. They also completed missing numbers on a number line.
This week, we are using part, whole models to solve addion problems introducing them to the addion symbol.
Next week, we will be learning our number bonds to 10 using the part, whole model.
On Monday, 19th October we have Crew, an educaonal workshop provider, vising us and the children. The
children will be experiencing life in a Victorian house. We will be wring a recount about the visit.
We have also planned a theme day on the 22nd October where we would like the children to come to school
dressed up as a scarecrow celebrang harvest.

WHOLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM UPDATE
YEAR 2
The children in Year 2 have had a fantasc two weeks and have really enjoyed learning about all the diﬀerent ‘Famous
People’ within our topic lessons.
Home learning will be starng this Friday. Two pieces of home learning will be set for either Maths, English or Topic. These
will be set as a task on DB Primary and they should be completed and uploaded onto DB Primary by next Wednesday.
Instrucons on how to upload tasks will be on the Year 2 page.
English:
Last week in English, we explored a non-ﬁcon text called ‘Real
Heroes’. The children learnt how to extract important informaon
about Rosa Parks and created a mind map. The mind maps were
then used to create informave posters. Have a look at some of our
work below.
Later in the week, we learnt about the human rights acvist Nelson
Mandela. The children were able to recognise and discuss
signiﬁcant events in his life and created a meline.
This week our focus text is called ‘Counng on Katherine’. This
story is about the life of Katherine Johnson and her achievements.
The children connued to make inferences based on a text and are
jusfying their ideas. We have completed a hot seang acvity and
the children enjoyed answering quesons in character.
Next week we will connue to use the text and think about what our dreams are and how we can achieve these. We will look
at the signiﬁcant events in Katherine’s life and their importance. The children will be compleng a reading comprehension to
assess their understanding of a text next week.
Maths:
This week the children have been looking at place value. They have understood the addion and subtracon facts within 20
to explore fact families and have used the inverse relaonship to complete addion and subtracon calculaons. Children
have also their place value knowledge to ﬁnd number bonds to make 100. They used concrete materials, such as 100 squares,
dienes and mullink to support them.
Next week, the children will begin to subtract 1-digit and 2- digit numbers and will ﬁnd the total when adding 1-digit and 2digit numbers together. We will ﬁnish oﬀ the week with a test to idenfy where the children are.
Other:
The children have been busy connuing our 'Famous People' topic this week. In History,
they have learnt about The Wright Brothers and have had a go at invenng and ﬂying their
own plane.
In Art, the children have enjoyed creang 'LS Lowry City Scapes' as seen in this picture.

They are now working on creang their own version of 'Portrait of Ann'
using the collage technique. We have been learning how exercise eﬀects
our body in science and this week we have been looking at how animals
grow and change.
In RE we have begun to discuss Jainism and what makes their home
special.

YEAR 3
Year 3 have been reading the book ‘Stone Age Boy’ and discussing how life would be in the Stone Age.
The children were able to create sentences with excing openers this week when pu'ng themselves in
the place of a Stone Age person and imagining the Stone Age environment. They were focusing on
connuing their use of conjuncons and adverbs in their wring, along with up-levelling the adjecves
they choose for their wring and even using similes!
In maths, we have connued to pracse our mes tables and also recapping our number bonds to 10,
20 and 100 to aid with our mental maths. We have learnt how to round numbers to the nearest 10 and 100 in two, three and
even four digit numbers.
In history we looked at a problem solving acvity from the Stone Age. Children got to choose which items from the Stone Age
may be more important than others and explain why. It was a great acvity that opened up interesng discussions about our
needs vs. our wants! We also looked at cave art painngs from the Stone Age and where we could ﬁnd cave art now. In
science we have looked at a range of rocks and whether they are permeable (if water runs through them) or not and how the
eﬀects what the diﬀerent rocks can be used for in day to day life.

YEAR 4
First we would like to thank any parents who came to see us last week. It was great to discuss the children's learning passports
with you. Over the last two weeks, children have been working very hard in year 4!
In English, the children have not only been using their knowledge of diﬀerent word types but have also learnt diﬀerent
sentence types they can use in their wring to make it interesng and excing to read. The children showcased their
understanding of this through wring an imaginave piece reﬂecng on a journey they had taken into an Egypan tomb. We
were very impressed with their creavity and the broad vocabulary they were using. In maths, we have been looking at
column addion and subtracon focusing on adding and subtracng 3 and four digit numbers. The children challenged
themselves by using their rounding knowledge to make sensible esmates before solving the answers to their quesons!
We have thoroughly enjoyed delving deeper into our Ancient Egypan topic through art and history. The children wrote some
fantasc mummiﬁcaon instrucons (EWWW DISGUSTING!) using puns to make the topic a lile less gross and a lile more
excing to read. In art, the children have designed their own Egypan cat model that they are excited to begin making next
week.
In the coming weeks in English the children will be starng our new book Egypan Cinderella. The children will be making
predicons on what they think will happen in the text, creang their own endings. In maths, the children will be ordering and
comparing numbers. In science, the children will be learning about some of the posive and negave eﬀects we have on the
environment and how this eﬀects diﬀerent animal habitats.
Finally, homework is being set this week. The children will be able to ﬁnd English and maths homework on DB Primary just like
they did during lockdown. Please complete the tasks and upload the children's work to DB Primary in the same way they did
during the school closure. Homework will always be set on a Thursday and due in on the following Tuesday. Spellings will be
sent home on paper and do not need to be returned. Please also make sure the children are reading daily at home.
Have a fantasc weekend!

YEAR 5
The children have been connuing the topic of Mayans, Incas and Aztecs in History. The children have learnt where in the
world the Mayans lived and special facts about them. This week they have been learning about the Ancient Mayans and made
a tourist informaon page about the Mayan civilisaon. We were impressed with the children’s knowledge and fantasc
drawings they included in their brochures.
In Art the children have started designing African shields to e in with Black History month and our class book Journey to
Jo’Burg. Over the coming weeks the children will be transferring their designs onto card which will then be turned into a 3D
display. We are looking forward to sharing the ﬁnished displays with you.
Next week in English the children will be looking at the features of leer wring and will be learning about negave numbers in
maths.

YEAR 6
In Year 6, we are connuing to read our class reader of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne
and are using it to help us teach about the holocaust and concentraon camps in World War 2.
We understand that this is a very sensive and shocking topic, and wish you to know that the children
will have lots of opportunies to discuss their views and ask lots of quesons as we read this fantasc
book together.
In history, we have also been learning about the experiences of Brish children in the war, including
evacuees and the raoning of food.

Our geography lessons have been centred around learning about coasts and the erosion and weathering that helps shape the
coast lines that we see.
In science, we have been learning about how we can create a scienﬁc experiment, ensuring we have a fair test and how such
experiments need to be recorded. We will be looking at the development of mould on bread in a controlled experiment over
the next few weeks.
In RE, we have been studying the ﬁve pillars of Islam and why people pray.
In maths, we have been revising the four operaons and looking at what quesons will require us to use long division, which
for many, is a new skill. Again, we must reiterate the importance of pupils knowing their mulplicaon tables in order to be
able to access the topics that we will be progressing towards. Please connue to revise these with your children if they are not
completely conﬁdent with these yet.

COVID SECURE PRACTICES FOR PARENTS
Please take note of the following expectaons in school to lower the number of contacts and minimise the risk of transmission.

Please do not send your child into school if they are displaying symptoms of COVID-19 e.g.

High temperature

New and persistent cough

Loss or change in sense of smell

Loss or change in sense of taste

Please contact the School Oﬃce or Welfare Room promptly with any
aendance concerns.

School is operang a staggered drop oﬀ and collecon – arriving on me but not too early will greatly assist us.

Please ulise the one way system at drop oﬀ and collecon.

All parents, where possible, are strongly encouraged to wear a face covering.

Please avoid gathering in groups on school grounds – a member of staﬀ will ask you to keep moving if you are
doing so.

Please avoid sending in birthday gi1s for the class, at the moment we are not able to isolate these and
distribute them in a COVID secure way.
We ask that parents follow and adhere to these procedures closely to support the school in
the current climate.

GRIMSDYKE CALENDAR
Thurs 15th Oct

Flu Spray Day

Monday 19th Oct

Y1 CREW visit—Victorian house

Friday 23rd Oct

Y2 CREW visit—Florence and Mary

26th—30th Oct

1/2 Term

Mon 2nd Nov

PDD—children not in school
Opening of Parent Evening booking (Time—TBC)

Tues 3rd Nov

Back to school

Tues 10th Nov

Parents Evening

Thurs 12th Nov

Parents Evening

Friday 13th Nov

Y6 CREW visit—WW2

Monday 16th Nov

Y4 CREW visit—Egypans

Friday 20th Nov

Y3 CREW visit—Stone Age

Fri 18th Dec

Last day of Autumn term—school closes at 2.30pm

21st Dec—4th Jan

Christmas Break

Mon 4th Jan

PDD—children not in school

Tues 5th Jan

Back to school

15-19 Feb

1/2 Term

Mon 22nd Feb

Back to school

Wed 31st Mar

Last day of Spring term—school closes at 2.30pm

Mon 19th Apr

Back to School

Mon 3rd May

Bank Holiday—children not in school

Mon 10th May

KS2 SATS week

Mon 17th May

Group/Class photos

Fri 28th May

Last day of 1/2 term

31st May– 4th Jun

1/2 Term

Mon 7th Jun

Back to school

2020—2021 TERM DATES
AUTUMN TERM 2020

2 September - Friday 23 October
Half Term Monday 26 October - Friday 30
October
Monday 2nd November - Friday 18 December
SPRING TERM 2021

Monday 4 January - Friday 12 February
Half Term Monday 15 February - Friday 19
February
Monday 22 February - Wednesday 31 March

SUMMER TERM 2021

PROVISIONAL 2021—2022 TERM DATES
Please note that these have not been ﬁnalized by the local authority as yet,
so may be subject to change.
Autumn term 2021
Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 - Friday 22 Oct 2021
Half term

Monday 25 Oct 2021 - Friday 29 Oct 2021

Monday 19 April to Friday 28 May
Half Term Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June
Monday 7 June to Friday 23 July

PDD Dates:


2nd Sept, 11th Sept, 2nd Nov,



4th Jan, 23rd Jul

Please use the following to communicate with
the school—Year group emails are:
Recepon@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year1@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year2@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year3@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year4@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year5@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year6@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
A1er school club Asc@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Breakfast club—bc@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

Monday 1 Nov 2021 - Friday 17 Dec 2021

Spring term 2022
Tuesday 4 Jan 2022 to Friday 11 Feb 2022
Half term

Monday 14 Feb 2022 to Friday 18 Feb 2022

For changes to drop oﬀ and collec:on please
email:

Monday 21 Feb 2022 to Friday 1 Apr 2022

Aendance@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

Tuesday 19 Apr 2022 to Friday 27 May 2022

To inform us of illness or appointments
please email:

Monday 30 May 2022 to Friday 3 Jun 2022

Aendance@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

Summer term 2022

Half term

Monday 6 Jun 2022 to Friday 22 Jul 2022

