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Message from Headteacher:
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the “new normal” in these interesting times, I hope that over the summer break you were able to rest and
have some much needed time with your families. It was something that I promised my family and thankfully was able to
deliver as it gave me a chance to step away and reset myself. Our children always have great ways of bringing us all back to
family focussed time, my own children are no exception to this.
As we enter this new year it seems inevitable that we are going to be faced with added challenges, with this in mind I want to
reassure you that we are doing as much as we can to not only maintain the delivery of an effective curriculum but also to keep
the students and staff as safe as possible. Your support with these adjusted procedures will assist us a great deal and I will
make all attempts to keep you informed of any changes however some of these may come at short notice.
Due to the current situation please find attached to the newsletter this week a procedural flow chart developed in conjunction
with Public Health England and the NHS. The flow chart outlines the actions we will take if there is a suspected coronavirus
case in school. In the event of a suspected case in school, any decisions will be made with the support of Local Authority
Health Officials.
At this time of year were planning to deliver “Meet the Teacher” presentations for each Year Group. Unfortunately I have
decided to cancel these due to the adjusted government guidance coming into effect from Monday. While I appreciate that
schools are exempt from this, in the interest of students, staff and parents I feel that it is an appropriate decision given the
current circumstances. We will email out the presentations and upload them on to the website for parents to access, if you
have questions regarding the content of these then please email the year group directly. Along with the “Meet the Teacher”
presentations we will also be uploading the Long Term Plans (LTP), Curriculum Maps for the Autumn and End of Year
Expectations (EoYE) for English and Maths for each year group. I hope that you find this information helpful.
As it stands we are still planning to conduct our optional “Return to School” Induction Meetings, these will be managed in a
precise way in order to maintain social distancing and COVID secure practices. Information regarding these will be shared with
parents via email in the next few days.
Naturally the return to school has brought with it an increase of traffic on the surrounding streets during drop off and
collection. The school will continue to champion safe parking and walking/scooting/cycling to school because of the healthy
benefit to mind and body. The last thing that anyone wants is for a serious accident to happen as a result of someone parking
inappropriately during these busy times.
As you may have heard several London boroughs are implementing “School Streets” scheme –
http://schoolstreets.org.uk/ . The purpose of the initiative is to create safer streets around school at drop off and
collection. I am currently in discussion with the Local Authority as there is an intention to recognise the streets
leading to and surrounding Grimsdyke School as official “school streets”. In the interests of the safety of the students
I welcome this initiative, currently the information I am receiving is not comprehensive. Once I find out more from the
Local Authority I will share this with you.
On a more positive note I am happy to announce that Miss Murphy and her partner welcomed a new addition into their family
prior to the beginning of the academic year, both mum and baby are doing well. I also would like to share the wonderful news
that both Miss Vary and Miss Rai are expecting new arrivals. Both members of staff will be going on maternity at the end of
the Autumn term. On behalf of the whole school community I want to wish both of them all the very best as they all embark
on the new adventures that a growing family brings.
Cont….

Message from Headteacher continued
Annually we award “Behaviour Medals” to students across the school who have consistently demonstrated outstanding
behaviour in line with the expectations place upon them and school policy. Unfortunately I was unable to award these medals
at the end of the most recent academic year. In light of the fact that the students were so responsive during the school closure
and have maintain this since returning to school, each and every child from Y1 to Y6 will come home next week with a
behaviour medal recognising their hard work and resilience.
Finally as we begin the new academic year I would like to remind you of some key elements of information that will assist with
the day to day organisation of the school, within the newsletter you will find further detail on –

COVID Secure Practices within school

Drop Off and Collection

School Communication

Attendance Procedures

Uniform Reminders
As always and especially in this current climate if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me directly. I look
forward to working with you over the course of the academic year.
Kind regards
Mr Iain Sutherland
Headteacher

COVID SECURE PRACTICES FOR PARENTS
Please take note of the following expectations in school to lower the number of contacts and therefore minimise
the risk of transmission.
 Please do not send your child into school if they are displaying symptoms of COVID-19 e.g.
 High temperature
 New and persistent cough
 Loss or change in sense of smell
 Loss or change in sense of taste
 Please contact the School Office or Welfare Room promptly with any attendance concerns, (please also
view the flowchart on the following page).
 School is operating a staggered drop off and collection – arriving on time but not too early will greatly
assist us.
 Please utilise the one way system at drop off and collection.
 All parents, where possible, are strongly encouraged to wear a face covering.
 Please avoid gathering in groups on school grounds – a member of staff will ask you to keep moving if you
are doing so.
 Please avoid sending in birthday gifts for the class, at the moment we are not able to isolate these and
distribute them in a COVID secure way.
We ask that parents follow and support these procedures closely to support the school in the current climate.

TRAVEL

COMMUNICATION
Due to a request from parents, our main communication day is now Friday – we will endeavour to send out a majority of communication on this day. In some instances information will need to be shared with specific groups, these may be shared on
days other than a Friday.
On top of this there are a range of other methods we use to communicate with the parents.

Email and text are the most widely used, for this the school would need to have a record of up to date contact details. It
would be much appreciated if parents could keep the school informed of any changes to these so we can update or
system accordingly.

Paper letters

Updates on the school website—www.grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

Posters on the A-Frame in the car park

School Twitter account—@GrimsdykeSchool
However if you are still unsure of anything, please contact the school office or talk to any member of staff.

UNIFORM
Girls

Boys

Charcoal grey tunic/skirt or grey trousers/shorts

Charcoal grey trousers/shorts

White button through blouse/shirt

White button through shirt

Red Grimsdyke sweatshirt/cardigan

Red Grimsdyke sweatshirt

White/Grey socks (ankle/knee length)

Grey socks

Tights (black/grey/red)

Sensible black shoes

Sensible black shoes (no boots)

(Logoed sweatshirts/cardigans are available to order from www.essentialschoolwear.com)
PE - children should come dressed in their PE kit, if they have PE on that day
* Black shorts (white shorts can still be worn at present, but should be changed to black once renewed) or Black jogging
bottoms (plain or with a Grimsdyke logo)
* White short sleeved (round neck) T-shirt (must be plain or with a Grimsdyke logo)
* Black round neck sweatshirt (plain or with a Grimsdyke logo)
* Trainers or black plimsolls

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY EXPECTATIONS
Attending school and being on time are two influential factors in the progress and attainment of the student in school. We
would ask that you familiarise yourself with the school policy for Attendance, which can be found on the School Website http://www.grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk/Policies
For your information two documents have been added to the end of the newsletter to further explain the impact, both positive
and negative, of attendance and punctuality.

WHOLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM UPDATE
RECEPTION
The Reception children have made a great start to school life and have enjoyed settling into their classes. They all seem very
happy and excited to explore their new classrooms.
Our Topic this half term is ‘Colours of the world’. We are looking forward to learning about colour mixing and reading lots of
stories about making friends.
Over the past week, we have enjoyed learning about school routines, getting to know our new friends and some of us went to
our first gymnastics class.
Next week, we are looking forward to staying a bit longer at school and getting to know some more friends. We will be
reading lots of stories about starting school and talking about our own experiences.

YEAR 1
We would like to start by saying welcome back! We are very proud of how well the children are all settling into Year 1. We
have been very busy learning lots of new challenges and routines.
Over these next two weeks we are going to be looking at the story ‘After the Fall’. Our story focuses on teaching resilience
and persevering which links nicely to our return to school following covid. The story focuses on how Humpty gets back up
after his fall and tries again. Our topic this half term is ‘home sweet home’ and we are going to be looking at houses through
history. For maths we are starting by looking at numbers to 20 with different activities such as number formation, one more
and one less as well as ordering. In other subject areas, children will be learning the names of different types of homes. In art
they will be creating self-portraits as part of our link with the human body in science.
We would also like to remind you that from next week snack will be provided by school once again and please only send
water in the bottle your child brings in. On Tuesdays and Thursdays please send your child in wearing their pe kits. Also please
send jackets into school as we like to take the learning outside at times and would like to make sure everyone is prepared.
From next week we will be sending home book band reading books. We will read with your child once a week and change the
books on Monday and Thursdays. We will not be sending larger stories from our class library for the time being as we are still
assessing how best this will work.

YEAR 2
The children have all settled really well into Year 2 and we are very proud of them. They have adapted well back into school
routine and they are eager to learn.
This week we have been recapping the end of Year 1 expectations.
In English this week, we have been looking at the book ‘After the Fall’. We read the book and performed the story using roleplay. The children did really well at creating storyboards and comic strips of the story. Next week in English, we are going to
look into a new book using the end of Year 1 expectations.
In Maths this week, we have been practising number formation, writing numbers as words and number bonds within 20. Next
week we will be focussing on one more and one less, addition and subtraction and recognising and naming 2D and 3D shapes.
Next week the children will also be learning about ‘Famous People’ throughout history. We will start the week by looking at
Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole.
In Science, we are learning about ‘Animals including Humans’. We will start this topic by learning about hygiene and how to
keep ourselves clean.
The Year 2 Team

YEAR 3
Year 3 have had an extremely positive start to the new school year and have settled in tremendously well back at school.
During our first week back, the children have been able to familiarise themselves with their new teachers and catch up with
their classmates after the school closure. We have read a book together called ‘After the fall’ where the children are learning
about Humpty Dumpty’s resilience as he gets back up again after his famous fall. This has guided their learning this week, they
created story boards in English which focus on Humpty’s feelings throughout the book and how he overcame any obstacle he
faced. They looked at the properties of 2D shapes, allowing them to redesign Humpty Dumpty so that he will not fall off the
wall again. The children have also participated in a science experiment where we used eggs in different liquids to show the
effects of drinks on the enamel on our teeth!
In the following week, children will begin recapping their timetables skills and practising their spellings. In English, the children
will be creating fact files about themselves, focusing on using headings and bullet points. In Maths, the children will be revising
their knowledge of place value and addition using column method. In history, we will begin our Stone Age topic and put
timelines in order according to B.C. dates and A.D. dates. We will also begin looking at different patterns in art and following
sequences such as AABB, ABAB, AAAB and ABBA.
You will be sent Year 3’s ‘Meet the Teacher’ presentation and we hope that it can answer any questions you may have. It has
been a pleasure to be back at school with the children in Year 3 and we hope the children enjoy their first year in the junior
school!

YEAR 4
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you into year 4. We are looking forward to a fun filled year with all the
children!
Over the past week, we have spent a lot of time getting to know the children in our classes. We have been really impressed
with how sensible the children are and how well they have adapted to the changes around the school.
In English, we have started reading a book called 'After the Fall'. This is a whole school text focused on how Humpty Dumpty
overcomes his fears. The children have written some fantastic character descriptions based on the text! In maths, the children
used their shape and problem solving knowledge to recreate Humpty Dumpty, making him a more sturdy egg! In Art, the
children recreated an image from the book including a positive growth-mindset messages. The children also thoroughly
enjoyed their first French lesson too with our new French teacher!
Over the coming weeks the children will be continuing to explore this book, writing diary entries from Humpty Dumpty's
perspective and researching some history behind the nursery rhyme. In maths, the children will begin looking at column
addition and subtraction, recapping how to position numbers according to the value of the number. We look forward to
learning a lot more about the children in the coming weeks and exploring some exciting new topics together!

YEAR 5
Welcome back year 5! It has been a very different start to the year but the children have taken everything in their stride. We
began the year chatting, catching up and finding out what everyone had been up to in our time apart. We focused on some of
our lockdown memories and new skills children began learning during the summer. Video editing, book publishing, cycling and
painting- to name but a few!
We started reading a book called "After the Fall: How Humpty Dumpty got back up again" The books focuses on the well
known character, Humpty Dumpty, who finds himself in a pit of despair. After being bandaged back up again, he realised that
his fear of climbing the wall has not be cured. As time passes he manages to pluck up the courage to climb the ladder again.
When reading the text the children were able to find appropriate and effective adjectives to describe Humpty's feelings. We
look forward to reading their finished diary entries at the end of the week.
In the coming weeks, the children will be starting some new topics. We will be looking at Africa; its art and culture. In English,
we will be reading a book called Journey to Jo'burg by Beverley Naidu, reminding ourselves of some of our year 4 grammar
and vocabulary, whilst also introducing some new year 5 jargon. In maths we will be focusing on shapes, in connection to
"After the Fall" and then will move on to place value. In Geography we will be looking at rivers and their features.

YEAR 6
We have been settling in safely to the new academic year and we’re all excited and pleased to be back in school and starting
the learning for the academic year.
We have started to explore some of the topics we will be covering in science and geography and the children have been
able to discuss their experiences of home learning during the ‘lockdown’ period. The children were able to discuss some of
the new skills that they had acquired and thought about how a growth mind-set can help us overcome our fears through a
close-reading of ‘After The Fall’ by Dan Santat.
PE days are Mondays and Wednesdays and children should be wearing their PE kits to school on these days.
If you do need to contact any of the teachers across the year group, please remember that the new email is
Year6@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

PRINCESS TRUST
Some of our children have been very busy doing good deeds over the summer.

Gauri in 6J cut her hair to donate to children with
Cancer and other illness that unfortunately lead to
hair loss. A wig will be made with her hair and she
managed to raise over £2200 for the Princess
Trust charity.

And in 4V and 4CM both Zahra and Haajra collectively donated 30.5 inches of their
hair and raised £610.00 for Little Princess Trust Charity!
We are very proud of all girls for their selfless acts and dedication to worthwhile
causes.

DROP OFF AND COLLECTION
As previously mentioned we are operating a staggered drop off and collection. At drop off students are asked to enter through
specific gates at specific times based on their surname – this is a soft start approach.
Rec (Once in full time), Y1 and Y2 – enter through the Infant School Gate
Y3 and Y4 – enter through the Junior School Gate
Y5 and Y6 - enter through the Top Gate onto the field
Students can enter through their gates from
8.30am with the surnames starting A-M
8.45am with the surnames starting N-Z
At the end of the day for collection we are operating a one way system. All parents will enter through the Infant Gate and
move to their collection points be exiting through the Junior Gate.



Parents in Rec, Y1 and Y2 will be invited to collect from 3.20pm
Parents in Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 will be invited to collect from 3.30pm

GRIMSDYKE CALENDAR
Fri 11th Sept

PDD—children not in school

Tues 29th Sept

Induction Interviews (optional)

Thurs 1st Oct

Induction Interviews (optional)

Mon 5th Oct

Individual Photos

Thurs 15th Oct

Flu Spray Day

Half Term Monday 26 October - Friday 30
October

26th—30th Oct

1/2 Term

Monday 2nd November - Friday 18 December

Mon 2nd Nov

PDD—children not in school

Tues 3rd Nov

Back to school

Tues 10th Nov

Parents Evening

Thurs 12th Nov

Parents Evening

Half Term Monday 15 February - Friday 19
February

Fri 18th Dec

Last day of Autumn term—school closes at 2.30pm

Monday 22 February - Wednesday 31 March

21st Dec—4th Jan

Christmas Break

Mon 4th Jan

PDD—children not in school

Tues 5th Jan

Back to school

15-19 Feb

1/2 Term

Mon 22nd Feb

Back to school

Wed 31st Mar

Last day of Spring term—school closes at 2.30pm

Mon 19th Apr

Back to School

Mon 3rd May

Bank Holiday—children not in school

Mon 20th Nov

KS2 SATS week

31st May– 4th Jun

1/2 Term

Mon 7th Jun

Back to school
Phonics Week

2020—2021 TERM DATES
AUTUMN TERM 2020

2 September - Friday 23 October

SPRING TERM 2021

Monday 4 January - Friday 12 February

SUMMER TERM 2021

Monday 19 April to Friday 28 May
Half Term Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June
Monday 7 June to Friday 23 July
PDD Dates:


2nd Sept, 11th Sept, 2nd Nov,



4th Jan, 23rd Jul

Please use the following to communicate with
the school—Year group emails are:

Last day of Summer term—school closes at 1.30pm Reception@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year1@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Further details will be distributed nearer the time.
Year2@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Year3@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
PROVISIONAL 2021—2022 TERM DATES
Year4@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Please note that these have not been finalized by the local authority as
Year5@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
yet, so may be subject to change.
Year6@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Thurs 22nd Jul

Autumn term 2021
Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 - Friday 22 Oct 2021
Half term

Monday 25 Oct 2021 - Friday 29 Oct 2021
Monday 1 Nov 2021 - Friday 17 Dec 2021

Spring term 2022
Tuesday 4 Jan 2022 to Friday 11 Feb 2022
Half term

Monday 14 Feb 2022 to Friday 18 Feb 2022
Monday 21 Feb 2022 to Friday 1 Apr 2022

Summer term 2022
Tuesday 19 Apr 2022 to Friday 27 May 2022
Half term

Monday 30 May 2022 to Friday 3 Jun 2022
Monday 6 Jun 2022 to Friday 22 Jul 2022

After school club Asc@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
Breakfast club—bc@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

For changes to drop off and collection please
email:
Attendance@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk
To inform us of illness or appointments
please email:
Attendance@grimsdyke.harrow.sch.uk

